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Abstract

Introduction: Extremism and violence remain critical global challenges. This study aimed to
standardize a scale for measuring violent extremism and explore its correlation with the endorsement
of social violence against women.

Method: The study utilized a descriptive research design. The target population consisted of
university students in Tabriz during the 2023-2024 academic year. Following Klein (2010), a sample
of 417 participants (250 men and 167 women) was selected through multi-stage cluster sampling.
Data were collected using two researcher-developed tools: a violent extremism scale and a scale
measuring the endorsement of societal violence against women, both constructed and standardized in
this study. Data analysis involved Pearson correlation, exploratory factor analysis, and regression
techniques.

Results: Exploratory factor analysis, employing principal component analysis with VVarimax rotation,
identified two factors: "endorsement of extremism™ and "approval of violence and illegal methods."
Together, these factors accounted for 58.42% of the total variance. The violent extremism scale
demonstrated strong convergent validity with the social violence endorsement scale against women
(r=0.77, P<0.01). Reliability coefficients were robust, with Cronbach’s alpha values of 0.89 for the
overall violent extremism scale, 0.90 for the endorsement of extremism subscale, and 0.81 for the
approval of violence-illegal methods subscale. Test-retest reliability was also confirmed (R=0.78).

Conclusion: The findings establish the violent extremism scale as a valid and reliable tool for
assessing attitudes in Iranian society. Individuals exhibiting violent extremist tendencies showed a
significant inclination to endorse social violence against women, often justifying the use of violent
and illegal means.

Keywords: Extremism, Violent Extremism, Social Violence Against Women.
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